
Chapter 5 – Emissions to Air 

  
 

 

 

What is the objective?  
 

The objective is to have a clear picture of what are the emissions to air generated by the factory, what are the different 
sources of emissions (point source emissions or fugitive emissions) and what are the quantities (exact or estimated) of 
substances emitted for each source identified in the factory. The air emissions inventory will allow the factory to identify 
the major sources of emissions to air and to implement actions to control and reduce these emissions.  

 

How to achieve this objective? 

 

Step 1: Create a template/format for your air emissions inventory. You can use a template as per the model below.  
It is recommended to distinguish these two main categories of emissions:  

 Point source emissions: emissions from stationary and identifiable sources such as the emissions from the 
stack of a generator (emitted through a single point source into the atmosphere – vent or stack); 

 Fugitive emissions: fugitive source air emissions refer to emissions that are distributed spatially over a wide 
area and not confined to a specific discharge point. They originate in operations where exhausts are not 
captured and passed through a stack
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Step 2: Appoint a manager to fill-in and update this document on a regular basis. For each substance emitted in the air, 
the quantity indicated in this table must be verified cross-checking the air emissions test reports results.  
 

 

Add in your template measures to control and reduce the emissions to air for each source: e.g. exhaust 
ventilation in the production sections, use of less volatile substances, air pollution control devices such as 
wet scrubbers, etc. 

 

                                                
1 General EHS guidelines, air emissions and ambient air quality, IFC (International Finance Corporation), April, 2007 

Fact-sheet - How to establish an air emissions inventory? 
 

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/532ff4804886583ab4d6f66a6515bb18/1-1%2BAir%2BEmissions%2Band%2BAmbient%2BAir%2BQuality.pdf?MOD=AJPERES

